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Since its inaugural vintage 25 years ago, Chinook Wines has been a staple of the Prosser wine community.  The husband and wife team of Kay Simon and Clay Mackey have combined their extensive experience in winemaking and viticulture to create quintessential Yakima Valley wines.  Food-friendly, table-friendly and pocket-friendly, Chinook Wines are popular at such celebrated Seattle area restaurants as Dahlia Lounge, The Herbfarm, Boat Street Café and Flying Fish.  

Kay, a 1976 graduate in enology from the University of California at Davis, began her career working for large wine producers in California and Washington State.  These winemaking roots taught her the importance of consistency while encouraging her to seek out smaller, more expressive fruit sources and practices for her own wines.  Recognized by both her peers and the public as a winemaker of the highest standard; Kay is intensely focused on making classically elegant wines intended to complement Northwest cuisine.

Clay, who helped his father plant a Napa Valley vineyard in the early 1970s, began his career as a vineyard manager for a handful of highly regarded wineries in the Napa Valley. Clay headed north in 1979, attracted by the pioneering spirit of the budding Yakima Valley wine industry.  Today, he  manages Chinook’s estate vineyard and winery business, while working closely with several well-known local growers including Boushey, Carter, denHoed, Lonesome Spring Vineyard and Upland Farms.

With Kay’s distinguished background in winemaking and Clay’s as a respected viticulturist, it is the perfect marriage. Together they built a winery that reflects the finest attributes of Washington wines.  Original farm buildings house the winery, barrel storage, and tasting room, and a shaded lawn serves as a picnic area.  Bounded by a Cabernet Franc vineyard along with apple and cherry orchards, the winery is a favorite stop on the well-traveled Yakima Valley tasting trail.  

“A visit to Chinook is a must for serious wine lovers.  The two owners are not only charming and friendly but hold a wealth of knowledge about all aspects of wine, both art and science.”

Chuck Hill, Tasting and Touring
“What you get [at Chinook] are straightforward, fruit-driven wines of the highest quality that are clean, extremely well balanced and consistent top quality.”

Bob Woehler, Wine Press Northwest
Tasting Room Hours: Saturday and Sunday, 12-5 pm, May through October, or by prior appointment.

CHINOOK WINES

509-786-2725

info@chinookwines.com
www.chinookwines.com
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